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Gayl Smith describes the unique way she and her colleagues include students in the selection process at her school, which not only helps her collection but educates and builds bonds with students in the school.  Smith includes students in the selection process by selecting the strong readers in the school then briefly educating them on the school's selection process.  To see that they have learned about the selection process the librarians have them select two books that are not in the library's collection that they wish to have in the collection and find reviews for the books.  Students had been educated on using professional reviews during their class on the selection process.  To make sure the selections the students made are at the bookstore, the SLMS contacts the bookstore so they can prepare for the field trip the students will be making.  While at the bookstore students browse other titles and write down any other selections they would like on Post-it notes.  The SLMS creates a display of the selected books in the library with a thank you to the students who participated in the selection.  Smith concludes with the benefits of the process, which is not only a learning experience but a wonderful social experience, bringing together students who have a common interest.  SLMSs can also learn of books which should have been in the collection and help broaden the depth.


This is a wonderful article; I love the idea of including students in the selection process the way Gayl Smith does in her school.  I would definitely use this in my media center, not only does it help build the collection but it helps you understand the readers and their reading levels.  It also is a great social experience for students who may not have as many friends because of their status as “book worm” or “geek” within the school.  Who knows, perhaps this experience could help create future librarians as well!
